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MAKING EVERY TEST MATTER

Flow chart for ordering urgent or out-of-hours
microbiology tests

[Onlyoemlnustsnnbe\

performed urgem!y’
Microscopy (CSF, urine®, pus,
SPA urines, Ascitic fluids,
CAPD fluids, Joint fluids,
Tissues / fluids / aspirates
from other sites)

*Corneal scrape

YES eThroat swabs from cases of

possible meningococcal disease
o  *MIV, hepatitis B/C serology
oHIV VL for babies of HIV

Procedure for urgent for
microbiology tests

Is & result needed

urgently (Le. same
day) and essential

for patient care? mothers
Qtemlal late bookers® /
NO " v
\ 4 Contact microbiology lab on
25689 or 07825 92318 or via

Please send during normal

1 St. George's Switchboard.,
working hours.

Aerocon No.

3030 SGH
Results available in published
turnaround times.” Get sample to
microbiology lab
DO NOT leave for
porters
Results available on iClip when v
ready or can be phoned' r \

(hub or spoke sites) take specimen directly
to pathology reception.

Inform staff at reception to place specimen
in a red urgent bag for microbiology. At
spoke sites an ad-hoc courler Is arranged If
it is more than 1 hour to the next scheduled

courier.
“ L J

Inform microblology
sample has arrived

Exception is blood cultures, which should be sent when clinically indicated. Normal laboratory working hours are
08:00 to 20:30 Monday to Sunday.

Please see website www.swipath.nhs.uk.

For all other tests, please discuss with duty microbiologist on x 5685, 09:00 to 17:30 Monday to Friday or via
switchboard out of hours.

Telephoned results must be pre-arranged with the duty biomedical scientist by calling 07825 923183 or via
switchboard.

Children under 5 years. Adults if Nephur (dipstick) test is positive.

Antenatal late bookers: contact the microbiology laboratory on 07385 418329.



http://www.swlpath.nhs.uk/

