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TEST MATTER

Flow chart for ordering urgent or out-of-hours
microbiology tests

Procedure for urgent
microbiology tests

Is a result
needed urgently

YES

Only certain tests can

be performed urgently:3

+ Microscopy (CSF,
urine, pus, other
tissues / fluids)

* Corneal scrape

+ Throat swabs from
cases of possible

(i.e. same day),
and essential for
patient care?

Please send during
normal working hours.!

v

Results available
within published
turnaround times.?

Results available on
EPR when ready or
can be phoned.?

r 3

Inform microbiology
laboratory that sample
has arrived

r 3

v

meningococcal
disease

+ Rapid influenza and
norovirus

+ HIV, hepatitis B/C
serology

+ VZV IgG (chickenpox
immunity)

A A

Contact microbiology
laboratory:
x5689

Get sample to
microbiology
laboratory (DO NOT
leave for porters)

Bring sample by hand

Bring sample to central pathology
reception ground floor, Jenner Wing,

ring bell, ask for ‘red bag’ and state
the sample is for urgent microbiology

1. Exception is blood cultures, which should be sent when clinically indicated. Normal laboratory working hours are

08:00 to 20:30 Monday to Sunday.
2. Please see website www.swlpath.nhs.uk.

3. For all other tests, please discuss with duty microbiologist on x 5685 09:00 to 17:30 Monday to Friday or via

switchboard out of hours.

4. Telephoned results must be pre-arranged with the duty biomedical scientist by calling 07825 923183.
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